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power, he had seen that by force, and force alone, was
he able to retain and use that power. cThis much being
said/ so ran his formula, 1, or rather the Lord, demand
of you ..." It was a formula that no King, however
ardent his belief in the doctrine of Divine Right, would
ever have dared to utter, and indeed it would have
counted for little if Cromwell had not had his Ironsides
at the back of him. The proof is that when the peace-
loving Richard Cromwell succeeded his father and proved,
almost ad absurdum, that he was too courteous to ride
rough-shod over such as did not share his views, the
whole Cromwellian edifice collapsed like a house of cards
and England went back to the Stuarts. Fourteen years
of disorder, civil war, slaughter and tyranny had had no
definite result save to strengthen the monarchy by making
it seem a thing infinitely to be preferred to any sub-
stitute.

Since then, the English people have changed dynasties,
but they have never again called in an Ironside or a
Roundhead to be their ruler.
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